
 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
Great Plains Sapi Concession (Pvt) Ltd would like to establish 4 Campsites in the Sapi Safari Area.  As 
Mawenje consulting we would like to hear your views regarding the operation of this project. We 
would like you to identify any likely economic, social and environmental impacts that could emanate 
because of the operation of this project. This assessment is for the purposes of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) that is currently being carried out. For further information, please contact 
out Mawenje Personnel on: +263 778 139 671 or info@mawenje.com  
 
Respondent:   The Zambezi  Society  
 
Organisation/Address     P O Box 774, Highlands, Harare, Zimbabwe 
 
1. Do you agree that this is a good/beneficial project in your area? (Tick were appropriate) 
 IMPOSSIBLE TO ANSWER ACCURATELY WITHOUT MORE DETAIL, BUT IN PRINCIPLE, AGREE. 
AGREE………….                       STRONGLY AGREE………..                        DISAGREE..............  
 
2. What are the benefits of the project?  
- Change of land use will hopefully result in increased wildlife populations (if properly managed) 
- Increased presence (and hopefully active anti-poaching  support to Parks) will  provide protection 
- Potential increased revenue to Zimparks, due to change of land-use 
 
3. What are the likely social, safety, health and environmental concerns related to this project?   
 
Safety and Health:  Need for careful waste  management & disposal 
 
Social:   
- Potential impacts on Zambia from Sapi 3 site on the river - lights, generator back-up, boats etc 
- Impacts of proximity of CSU and Sapi 1 to Chikwenya Camp 
- Restriction of citizen access (exclusion zones)  must not impact on River Rd & Middle Jesse Rd 
- Lack of an affordable campsite for the public in Sapi 
 
Environmental:  
- Lack of reference to investment in anti-poaching/ conservation in your Prospectus, despite the fact 
that:  “Great Plains Conservation is a company focused on “Conservation Tourism” whose focus is on 
finding the right formula of conservation, communities and commerce that would make a lasting, 
sustainable difference to the world’s iconic wildlife and wildernesses”   
- Reduction of wilderness values 
- Use of firewood   
- Access roads & viewing tracks 
- Boat access and routes into Sapi 
- Impact of fishing activities       [more overleaf] 



 
4.  What are the possible mitigation/abatement measures for the associated impacts?  
- Spell out what Great Plains Conservation plans in terms of investment in anti-poaching, 
conservation and environmental protection of this area.  
- Consult with Zambia & Chikwenya on potential impacts 
- Concession exclusion zones should be clearly marked.  Keep main roads through Sapi open to 
public access 
- Keep potential impacts on wilderness quality (for both Zim and Zambia) to minimum 
- Find alternatives to use of firewood for fires/cooking etc 
- New access roads & tracks to be carefully/sensitively located and their environmental impact 
minimised 
- Great Plains should consider creating an affordable public campsite facility for the wider public in 
Sapi 
- Boat access/jetties etc should be very carefully and sensitively sited and routes very carefully 
controlled since no boating is allowed along the Mana Pools shoreline or islands.  Consultation with 
Zambia is essential if boat access to the Sapi is to pass along the Zambian river frontage (which is the 
Lower Zambezi National Park). 
- We encourage compliance with the Catch and Release policy for fishing (as implemented by most 
operators  on the Zambezi River in this area) 
 
5. Are there any comments related to the project (Traditional or Corporate) – IF ANY?  
Since this is a preliminary questionnaire, The Zambezi Society is consulting more widely with  its 
constituency about this project and will be providing  feedback on the response.   
We expect that the comments provided from this feedback will be given due consideration as the 
EIA process proceeds, and reserve the right to expand on our preliminary comments above 
once we have received wider feedback. 
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